The rapid pace of motorisation in China has been well documented, as has the 8 large road trauma burden the Chinese citizens are facing as a result. China's unique political 9 system represents an important consideration in helping reduce road trauma, yet political 
Introduction

27
Road trauma is an important public health issue, which has been increasingly recognised by with young drivers is substantial, very little research in this area has been conducted in China.
10
"Second Rich and Powerful Generation" (SRPG) is a novel Chinese term, which is defined as 11 a young person who has grown up with an economically rich and/or politically powerful 12 family background (Baidu Baike, 2015a; 2015b) . In recent years, emerging issues on the road 13 involving SRPG drivers have become a serious social problem in China with severe injuries 14 and fatalities, and it has drawn wide attention from the media and public. For example, on
15
October 16 2010, after a luxury car crashed into two college students on a campus because 16 the driver was speeding and drunk-driving. One student was killed and one was critically 17 injured. The 22-year-old driver was reported to have shouted to the witnesses who angrily 18 stopped his car, "do whatever you want, no harm to me because my father is xxx (a deputy 19 director of the local public security bureau)" (Song & Deng, 2012 ). On October 20 2010, a 20 college student from a rich family crashed into a woman and then stabbed her to death when 21 he found that she was recording his license plate number (Trevaskes, 2012) .
22
Media reports of such road crashes often emphasise the economic or political background of 23 SRPG drivers, which are the most significant features that distinguish them from general 24 drivers. However, very little research has investigated the potential relationship between 25 drivers' economic and political backgrounds and their driving attitudes and behaviours. One 26 possible reason is that these factors do not play a big role for drivers in developed countries, 27 where much of the road safety research has been conducted. However, the case in developing for US adult drivers, the higher their incomes, the less likely they were to report observing 36 speed limits. Apart from the income level of drivers, the economic background of drivers' 37 families might also play a role in their driving attitudes and behaviours. In China, recent 38 severe road crashes involving drivers with a rich family background were possibly and 39 partially resulted from these drivers' favourable attitudes towards dangerous driving (Wang 40 & Zheng, 2014). Therefore, a link may exist between the economic background of young 41 drivers and the level of their risky attitudes and behaviours on the road. In China, since the 42 economic wellbeing of many families has improved dramatically in such a short time period, 43 which enables them to purchase a car for the first time (Fleiter & Watson, 2015) , it is possible 44 that family factors may have important influence on young Chinese drivers' risky attitudes 45 and driving behaviours (Fleiter et al., 2011) . However, no research has yet examined such 46 influence.
47
Additionally, the political background of drivers' families is another important factor worthy 1 of consideration for Chinese drivers, and has not been investigated previously. In China, the 2 political status of government officers is classified into 12 levels, and the power they hold 3 may affect their specific duties and other local public administration practices, such as traffic 4 safety management. However, it seems that the children of some of these public servants 5 appear to regard their parents' political power as a shield against being punished by laws or 6 regulations (Song & Deng, 2012) . Even worse, some of them appear to have formed a 7 potential consciousness that they have the "privilege" to do something that others cannot do, 8 just like the young driver described in the last section. As noted above, political background 9 has not previously been included in road safety studies. However, numerous cases of recent 10 severe road crashes in China have involved young drivers whose parents or close relatives 11 hold political power, as discussed above. This demonstrates the necessity of conducting 12 research that aims to examine the political backgrounds of Chinese young drivers as another 13 factor that may impact upon their driving behaviours and attitudes. Zhidao, 2015b) . The driving experience in this study was defined as the number of years the 37 participant had been driving. In addition, all participants were drivers of private cars (i.e., 38 drivers of truck, taxi, bus, and motorcycle were excluded).
39
A third-party survey firm was contracted to administer the online survey (SOJUMP, 2015) .
40
The quality of sample was assured in three ways: 1) Participant authenticity was checked 41 using mobile phone or email verifications; 2) IP address was controlled to ensure that a 42 respondent (with the same IP address, or username) could only answer the questionnaire once; The attitudinal and behavioural scales applied in the current study were developed by 'Fun-riding' (measured by DR15-DR17). We replaced "mile" with "kilometre" in items 13 containing distance messages, because kilometre is the unit of measurement used for speed 14 limits in China. The attitudinal items are scored on a five-point Likert scale ranging from 15 1="strongly disagree" to 5="strongly agree". Higher scores reflect drivers' more dangerous 16 attitude towards driving.
17
Three behavioural sub-scales, Self-assertiveness (measured by RI1-RI5; See Appendix A), behavioural items are also scored on a five-point Likert scale ranging from 1="never" to 21 5="very often". Higher scores reflect drivers performing traffic risk-taking acts more often.
22
All the sub-scale scores were created by averaging the item scores that measured them. 
Economic background
24
China is considered as a middle-income country according to World Bank (The World Bank, Therefore, the income categories for this study were set to cover the medium and higher In addition, the economic status of respondents' parents was gathered. This was considered as parents were also collected. The Chinese government has officially classified all jobs into 8 43 main categories using a national standard (HRDC, 2015) . We used these categories on the 44 questionnaire, along with the "no job" and "retired" options. benefiting from this special power were also evaluated by carefully developed questions.
10
Respondents were asked to indicate "the impact of your 'parents'/close relatives' political 11 power on your life" on a scale ranging from "no impact" to "large impact", and "Have you 12 benefited from your parents'/close relative's political power" on a scale ranging from "never" 13 to "always". These items were constructed especially for this study, since no such items 14 appear to have been used in research previously. 16 Demographic information was also collected, including gender, age, the highest education 17 level and city of the usual residency. Although it is hard to obtain official data about the 18 proportion of male to female drivers in the population of Chinese young driver, some 19 literature shows that there are more than twice as many men licensed as women in a typical
Demographic and other information
20
Chinese Province with a large driver population (e.g., Zhejiang Province: Men = 9,027,532 21 and women = 3,929,569) . Thus, the ratio 2:1 of male to female drivers 22 was considered to be reasonable for quota selection in this study. Also, respondents were 23 requested to indicate how many traffic violations they had committed in the previous year, as 24 well as the number of hours they usually drive per week in order to ensure that we recruited 25 people with sufficient driving experience. 
Statistical Analysis
27
In this study, the potential relationships between Chinese young drivers' attitudes & 
Results
39
Basic characteristics of participants
Reliability analysis of sub-scales
18
A reliability analysis of each sub-scale on driving attitudes and risky behaviours was 1 conducted to check if any of the items that measure each sub-scale should be kept or deleted 2 to improve the reliability performance of the overall scale. 
20
The number of traffic infringement tickets the participants reported receiving in the previous background for whom the correlation was significant.
28
Gender was significantly and negatively correlated with "traffic flow vs. rule obedience",
29
"fun-riding" attitudes and "self-assertiveness" behaviours for the participants with a familial 30 political background. This finding is similar to that for the participants without a familial 31 political background, which means that the male participants reported more favourable 32 attitudes towards breaking traffic rules, fun-riding and more assertive driving behaviours than 33 the female participants in both groups. 
Examining group differences using family background factors
35
To examine possible factors that might influence driving attitudes and risky behaviours, However, only findings for self-reported speeding using Power Impact and Power Benefits as 42 the factors were significant. Thus, they are the only ones reported here.
43
As shown in Table 5 , when Power Impact was applied as the factor, the mean difference of 44 speeding behaviour for the participants with a familial political background is significant (p 45 = .008), which indicates that the participants who reported more impacts from the familial 46 political power in their life also reported speeding more often. Note that as the participants 47 who reported "Large impact" only account for 9.0%, which is much smaller than other 1 groups, "Some impact" and "Large impact" were combined as one group. 
4
As shown in Table 6 , when Power Benefits was applied as the factor, the mean difference reported "Often" and "Always" only accounted for 3.2% and 0.6% respectively for speeding 11 attitude, the categories of "Sometimes", "Often" and "Always" were combined. Similarly,
12
"Sometimes", "Often" and "Always" were also combined as one group for speeding 13 behaviour. 
14
Structural equation modelling analysis
18
To further examine the relationships between the variables under investigation, a structural which was considered as a fair fit (Steiger, 2007) ; the SRMR value of this model is .058,
28
which was also considered acceptable (Hu & Bentler, 1999 ).
29
As shown in Figure 2 , attitudes towards risky driving is significantly and positively correlated 1 with risky behaviours (β = .917, p < .001), which indicates that for the participants without a 2 familial political background, those who reported more risky attitudes towards driving also 3 reported more risky behaviours. Self-income shows a significant relationship (β = .095, p 4 = .020) with risky behaviours, which indicates that for the participants whose parents/close 5 relatives do not hold political power, they reported performing risky behaviours more often as 6 their personal income increased. Self-income is also significantly correlated with Parents' 7 income (r = .307, p < .001) in the model, which indicates that the participants who reported 8 higher personal incomes also reported higher parental incomes. In addition, the findings from the current study could motivate road safety researchers to 20 consider including economic and political influence factors in their research.
21
Based on an online survey of a sample of young Chinese drivers, various statistical There were also many differences found between the participants with and without a political 
34
In terms of the three political background factors that were developed specifically for this 
24
We acknowledge that this study has a number of limitations that should be borne in mind Similarly, it is possible that participants with a familial political background answered these 34 questions in a biased way to prevent their parents from experiencing trouble, despite the fact 35 that it was emphasised at the beginning of the questionnaire that responses were anonymous.
36
The incentive scheme offered by the survey company might also affect the participation.
37
However, eliminating all social desirability biases is difficult and is a common issue 38 associated with self-reported data. By building a sample with adequate participants (476 in 39 total), the reliability of statistical findings based on it could still be considered as reasonable.
40
The self-developed economic, political background scales and relevant findings also require 41 further validation in future research. 
Conclusion
43
While the sample used in the current research was drawn from China, the study's findings, 
